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 Geraldine Brinton 

 Proprietor 

 
Gerry has always had a very strong connection with the land.  
 
Born and raised in Dubuque, Iowa, Gerry spent many mornings picking raspberries 
outside her kitchen door, and many afternoons helping her grandmother weed the 
vegetable garden, picking currants, gooseberries, apples and even grapes as they ripened 
into the fall.  
 
Gerry was educated in North Carolina at Duke University and Boston and settled in San 
Francisco with her husband, Bill. However, the lure of a more rural lifestyle brought 
them to Sonoma County to set up as an alternative location in which to foster the same 
respect and love for the land, and the values it promotes, in their two young sons. Over 
the years, their garden in Sonoma provided more and more harvests for their table. As 
their boys grew up and moved away, Gerry & Bill found they could shift their primary 
focus to their Sonoma home. That same garden is the basis of many a delicious and 
healthful meal that is complemented by the wines of Charles Creek Vineyard.  
 
Somewhere along the way it occurred to them to follow the lead of many others, and 
plant their property to vine. The success of early harvests spurred them on to expand that 
part of their dream to produce exceptional wine at a reasonable price. Gerry has worked 
in many capacities over the years, CPA, management consultant, property manager, 
principal in a fresh juice company, and volunteer director for a major medical center. Her 
goal has always been to work on projects that she believes in: ones that she can ethically 
and whole-heartedly support. The latest of these, Charles Creek Vineyard, meets these 
criteria. The best fruit from the best land, well cared for and handled properly, can yield 
wonderful wines, and that is the goal of this part of the adventure.  
 
 
 
 


